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FOREWORD

{By G S Sardesai B A, Author of Musalmant
Marath: and British Riyasats)

Man 15 as he has made himself man will be as
he will mde hamsef  This 15 1 simple and self
evident proposition which explains the working of
tstorv through ages and supphes the basis of all
education  Durning my onerous but pleasant duties
as a tutor to the sons of H H the Maharajih of
Baroda, I was called upon to teach the subject of
Indian History, and realxsmi the need of a suitqble
text book on the subject, for the nse of primary and
secondary schools, leading up to the matriculation
standard, I proauced with that object, nearly thirty
years ago, a work mn Marathy, which has, as time
went on, run nto fifteen editions each embodying
the results of my reading, travel and expenence
The book has now been largely used by students
m the Bombay Presidency and has been spoken
of, by experts and educationsts, in such commend-
able terms, that I 4m now strongly persnaded to
bring out its Hindr and Urdu versions, wn the hope
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that 1f 1t has any ments, they may be equally
shared by the large number of Hind: and Urdu
speaking students, m Central and Northern India

Wihile 1 believe I have spared no pams m
making this text-book, as up to date and compre-
hensive 1n its character, as 1its size and price would
permit, 1 must put down a word of warning to all
students and teachers, as a piece of my personal
experience not to depend entirely upon any text-
book as such, if they wish to obtam a real msight
mto the subject  No smgle text-book can meet all
the needs of school going students In History,
as 1n other subjects of educative value, 1t 1s the
effort of the student that counts, and not the actual
output of informatign, compressed mn a single
volume, of limited scope A text book has, there-
fore, merely to be used as a useful guide, sugges-
tive of the varous channels of thought, and re-
search, into which the students’ efforts could be
profitably directed and m this sense, I trust, my
labours mm the present production may prove of
some help and gmdance 1n this vital subject, which
of all others possesses a pation building 1mportance

Time and space, which are the soul of history,
will be found sufficiently marked throughout the
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treatment and the arrangement of the subject
The Source Method also by its meins can be
followed as much as possible, with the help of the
lustrations and maps, supplemented by suitable
questions from the teacher, so as to create interest
for the student The geographical peculiarsties
of India, explamed mn the introductory lesson and
the chronological chart of the world’s celebrities
should be clearly noted and supphed by the
teacher, so 1s to lead the student ultimately to view
the world s history as a comprehensive whole

The book bemg ongnally meant for Maraith
students only, naturaily contamned such feature as
would appeal to therr environment, 1n the penin
sular part of India In thms Hindi edition,
however, I have tried, as far as I could to bring 1n
the spectal features of the North Indmn History,
through the various stages Indeed, 1n the present
atmosphere of the constitutionil reforms what the
student needs to realise most, 1s the promnent
1dea of 1 umted India of the future, mm which all
the harmful provincialisms will have to be specially
elemmnted  Let us hope this®subject of national
history will be helpful 1n the achievement of this
much aestred umty of India
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